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the English ships were cleared for action. The enemy
could hardly believe that the victor of the Battle of
Jutland, this most feared German Fleet, really was dis-
armed, and, further, would not use this last opportunity
to overwhelm the English Fleet treacherously. Still, for
such a design the very elements were lacking in the
Squadron, as they could not maintain a higher speed
than ii knots.
Again and again the wind brought us the noise of the
English cheering. We had the feeling that a sense of
shame should have drowned this ecstatic shouting, to
have the unconquered Fleet delivered into their hands
which had shattered England's historic mastery of the
sea at Jutland.
The English announcements reflected most unfavour-
ably on the deportment of our ships' companies and on
the appearance of the ships. Only English presumption
could expect that we would dress up our crews in their
Sunday best and paint up our ships solely to do them
honour. The ships kept their station as well as was
possible for the officers to achieve it, considering the
unreliability of the boilers and engines; unfortunately
a bunching of the line did take place which caused
one or two ships to sheer out. A short time before
anchoring, the English ships filed past their Fleet Flagship
and gave their Admiral Beatty three cheers. About
3 o'clock in the afternoon the Squadron anchored in the
anchorage allocated to them: the anchoring itself
proceeded with no particular trouble.
About 4 o'clock in the afternoon a W/T signal arrived
from the English C.-in-C. which read: ' The German Flag
will be hauled down at 3.57 in the afternoon and is not to
be re-hoisted without permission/
English politics favour the dramatic gesture.   By this